
From the Desk of Dr. Corey Ingold :   

 The philosopher George Santayana once wrote that, “Those who do not remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” Those words have been on my mind in recent days as I have witnessed statues 
and other artifacts of history being destroyed or moved from public sight. Some of those things have 
little positive use or symbolic value in our world today. It would be nice to think our society has evolved 
enough to shed itself of images that embody racism or other forms of bigotry. The movements in our 
world that advocate for justice speak of truths and principles that aren’t always easy for us to hear. 

 

   Yet, I must admit to being troubled by the zeal with which some people want to jettison the things of 
the past as if nothing in our history has any virtue or meaning. Even more unsettling is the notion that 
our understanding of the past needs to be erased from human consciousness and no longer 
remembered by those of us living today. Even if our so-called “cancel culture” is distrustful of anything 
that happened in the past, that doesn’t mean it shouldn’t be remembered.  

 

   One of the things I have always appreciated about the Bible is that it presents its heroes in both 
positive and negative light. Consider King David, the King of Israel chosen and anointed by God who did 
many wondrous things in his life and among whose descendants is numbered our Lord and Savior. Yet, 
the Bible also tells us about the ugly incident involving Bathsheba in which David is guilty of an innocent 
man’s death and is told as much by the prophet Nathan. It also tells of the heartache in his family over 
the death of Absalom and the threat posed to Israel’s peace by this rebellious son. David is shown both 
in his moments of ecstasy and in his times of agony too. For me, it makes the witness of Scripture all the 
more believable and therefore all the more credible because we see heroes like David even in their 
worst moments. 

 

   It seems true to say that most every good and noble person has a darker side and that most bad and 
ignoble people have moments when they do something good. Few people are purely good or evil all the 
time though there may be a few exceptions. Christians believe that even the most faithful ones among 
us are still sinners in need of God’s help to overcome sin in their lives, and likewise we persist in hope 
trying to redeem even the most despicable folks we know believing that there is something good deep 
down inside of them because they were made by God. 

 

   History is messy sometimes. It’s always subject to interpretation, I suppose, even though the facts of 
history are in the past tense and therefore immutable. But it seems to me that we can always learn 
something from knowing about what happened before we were around. We can learn from the lessons 
others have learned, and we can appreciate the sacrifices others have made that benefit us even now. 
Most importantly, we can learn from past mistakes and hopefully not make those mistakes again, and in 
ethical matters, perhaps human beings can with God’s help work to improve the world and not commit 
the atrocities of slave traders and warmongers and evildoers of past generations.  

 



   This would seem to be a path for us to better practice divine justice both as individual Christians and 
collectively in our larger society. Like when David’s sin was exposed and he told Nathan that “I have 
sinned against the Lord,” we can also come clean with the sins of the past and the present by honestly 
confronting injustice when we see it or confessing our own unjust practices when we commit them. But 
we won’t see or confess much of anything if we try to obliterate all that has preceded us. We must 
remember history not only to celebrate the good things of the past but also to avoid repeating the evil 
of the past that has lived into the present. May we not be condemned to repeat the sins of generations 
past due to our ignorance of the history we have inherited from them for better or for worse.    

  


