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     The philosopher George Santayana once wrote that, “Those who do not remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” Those words have been on my mind in recent days as I have witnessed 
statues and other artifacts of history being destroyed or moved from public sight. Some of those 
things have little positive use or symbolic value in our world today. It would be nice to think our 
society has evolved enough to shed itself of images that embody racism or other forms of bigotry. 
The movements in our world that advocate for justice speak of truths and principles that aren’t 
always easy for us to hear.
     Yet, I must admit to being troubled by the zeal with which some people want to jettison the 
things of the past as if nothing in our history has any virtue or meaning. Even more unsettling is 
the notion that our understanding of the past needs to be erased from human consciousness and no 
longer remembered by those of us living today. Even if our so-called “cancel culture” is distrustful 
of anything that happened in the past, that doesn’t mean it shouldn’t be remembered. 
     One of the things I have always appreciated about the Bible is that it presents its heroes in 
both positive and negative light. Consider King David, the King of Israel chosen and anointed by 
God who did many glorious things in his life. Yet, the Bible also tells us about the ugly incident 
involving Bathsheba in which David is guilty of an innocent man’s death and is told as much by 
the prophet Nathan. It also tells of the heartache in his family over the death of Absalom and the 
threat posed to Israel’s peace by this rebellious son. David is shown both in his moments of ecstasy 
and in his times of agony too. For me, it makes the witness of Scripture all the more believable and 
therefore all the more credible because we see heroes like David even in their worst moments.
     It seems true to say that most every good and noble person has a darker side and that most bad 
and ignoble people have moments when they do something good. Few people are purely good 
or evil all the time though there may be a few exceptions. Christians believe that even the most 
faithful ones among us are still sinners in need of God’s help to overcome sin in their lives, and 
likewise we persist in hope trying to redeem even the most despicable folks we know believing that 
there is something good deep down inside of them.
     History is messy sometimes. It’s always subject to interpretation I suppose even though the facts 
of history are in the past tense and therefore immutable. But it seems to me that we can always 
learn something from knowing about what happened before we were around. We can learn from 
the lessons others have learned, and we can appreciate the sacrifices others have made that benefit 
us even now. Most importantly, we can learn from past mistakes and hopefully not make those 
mistakes again, and in ethical matters, perhaps human beings can work to improve the world and 
not commit the atrocities of slave traders and warmongers and evildoers of past generations. 
    This would seem to be a path for us to better practice divine justice both as Christians and in 
our larger society. Like when David’s sin was exposed and he told Nathan that “I have sinned 
against the Lord,” we can also come clean with the sins of the past and the present by honestly 
confronting injustice when we see it or confessing our own unjust practices when we commit them. 
But we won’t see or confess much of anything if we try to obliterate all that has preceded us. We 
must remember history not only to celebrate the good things of the past but also to avoid repeating 
the evil of the past that has lived into the present. May we not be condemned to repeat the sins of 
generations past due to our ignorance of the history we have inherited from them for better or for 
worse.   

                                  



FINANCIAL UPDATE

Georgetown Presbyterian Women

Thank you for your donations to this year's Presbyterian Women's 
Birthday Offering. This year's Mission Projects are related to health 

education, economic development and other needs of women and children.   We 
received over $1,300.00 to use for those less fortunate than ourselves. 

6/29/20
Actual Last 

Year
Actual  This 

Year
2020 Budget to 

Date

Actual 
Difference 

Fav/(Unfav)

Budget 
Difference 

Fav/(Unfav)
Contributions 460,745 396,693 430,000 (64,052) (33,307)
Other Receipts 7,160 12,995 12,750 5,835 245
Total Revenues 467,905 409,689 442,750 (58,216) (33,061)

Cost of Church Operations 354,478 359,253 389,935 4,775 30,682
Outreach 50,430 51,363 52,815 933 1,452
Total Expenses 404,908 410,616 442,750 5,708 32,134

Net Total 62,997 (927) 0 (63,925) (927)

June 2020 Year to Date  

CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT

USHERS

July 5  Jeff Pelham
  Linda Puckett
July 12 Harrison Pelham
  Heather Pelham
July 19 Dean Brown
  Emerson Gower
July 26 Helen Rose
  Dick Rose



BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLY DONATIONS:  As our strange 
spring school semester eases into an uncertain summer, we still 
want to prepare for the children to return to school whether 
it’s on time, early to help recover so much lost teaching time, 
or delayed over virus concerns.  Somehow, someway students 
will return and the least fortunate financially among them will 
be without adequate school supplies.

As in previous years, our congregation can make a significant 
dent in that community outreach need by donating needed school supplies. Beginning on Tuesday, 
14 July we will have boxes in the Connector for you to drop off items.  We plan to accept donations 
through Thursday, 13 August before delivering them to the Georgetown County School District for 
teacher distribution to needy children.

Please generously donate from among the following (NEW items only please):

     three ring notebooks       notebook paper   
     graph paper                              pocket folders with brads   
     lined pads of paper        pens  
     pencils both mechanical or wood (soft lead/#2 best)    
     colored pencils                crayons    
     markers          highlighters 
     erasers         compasses    
     index cards        rulers 
     kleenex boxes        children’s scissors
     hand sanitizers (tell us where you found them if you do!)       colored construction paper  
     glue/glue sticks, etc.

 HELPING HANDS FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS:  The Service  
 to Community Committee extends its thanks to the congregation for  
 your continued support to the Helping Hands Food Pantry.  We were  
 able to take 44 bags of much needed non-perishable food to them for our  
 June contribution.  With very limited church attendance in the face of  
 the COVID-19 concerns, it means a number of you made the special  
 effort to deliver your donations to the church during the month using  
 the boxes in the connector.  Please continue this gratifying response  
 throughout July so we can assist Helping Hands address the ongoing,  
 significant food shortages in our community.

     As always your Service to Community committee thanks you for your help to those in need in 
our local area.



VBS

Kentucky

   Debbie Barron
 
 At our worship service this past Sunday, an   
 announcement was made that some of you may  
 not yet have heard. After some 21 years of service  
 to this congregation, Debbie Barron has felt called
 to do new things with her life and ministry. She  
 recently completed a two-year course degree in 
 biblical studies through a satellite campus of Charis 
 Bible College. More recently, she has felt the Spirit  
 calling her to pursue a third and final year of study  
 that will take place in the state of Colorado at the  
 main Charis campus. She is excited about this   
           call and opportunity to learn more about her faith 
           and the works of ministry to which she is being  
 called at this time.

    Because of this, Debbie will leave our church staff  
 effective at the end of July. This is a sad note for  
       our congregation given her long-standing 
           commitment to both our food outreach ministry    
 and, of course, to the children of GPC. She is a 

creative and energetic member of the church staff and will be missed. However, the winds of the 
Spirit blow in directions over which we have no control, and so we rejoice in the time we have had 
with Debbie and also in the work that lies ahead for her in ministry. Please keep Debbie and Bo and 
the members of their family in your prayers during this time of impending transition. 



Our Homes

Bahamas

Pawleys Island

Swimming

Our Yards

Our Barns and Our Pets

Mission Projects

VBS

Netherlands

JULY Music Notes 
                                                                   
                                                                                                                    from Mary Lu 
 

                          OH SAY, CAN YOU SEE? 
 
 
            By the time this article is in publication, our “GOD & COUNTRY” 
Sunday service of worship will have come and gone!  But I hope that you found ways 
to hear, if not to sing at least one stanza of “My Country Tis of Thee” and “O 
Beautiful for Spacious Skies”.  Both of these are in our church hymnal, and both 
are traditionally sung around the Fourth of July;(another reason for each family     
to have a hymnal in their home.)  I hope we see their words live on for generations.  
 

                 I’d like to tell you what I SEE on Sunday mornings as of late. I see 
empty pews; but I know that we are practicing proper social distancing. I also 
realize there are many who are with us in spirit, viewing our church services online.   
 

I see eyes but not smiles; but I remember those faces and the smiles that go with 
them.  Seeing all those masks from my vantage point can be overwhelming at times, 
but we wear them because we know they help to protect us and others. 
 

I see people who are relieved to be back in our beautiful sanctuary; but I 
understand whole-heartedly those who decide to remain at home for worship. 
 

I see appreciation for each other; but I appreciate the generous spirit of 
understanding when our music ministry efforts may not be quite so special as in 
healthier times.  But I still ask God each Sunday to let our music touch someone 
who hears it. 
 

I see waves and “thumbs-up” reactions to whatever I have managed to pull 
together, making me know that somehow, at some point in the service, the music 
HAS reached the heart and mind of someone. (Praise the Lord!)  
 

I see, if only in my mind, a filled sanctuary; also the full GPC Chancel Choir sharing 
meaningful texts set to beautiful music.  But for this, I know I must continue to 
seek patience.  When the time is right, I believe we shall meet to sing and praise! 
 

I see dedication and stewardship in our ushers, worship committee, cleaners, 
secretary, volunteers and fellow church staff personnel.  Thank you, Corey and Bill, 
for your leadership and encouragement as we navigate this new ‘normal’. 
 

I see that we are doing our best to serve God, in a variety of ways.  All in all, I   
have to say I still see GOOD prevailing.  Pray that we might SEE God’s plan for GPC!   



7/7           Pat & George Orr
          Jean & Ben Power
7/13           Nancy & Tom Johnston
          Rita & Jack Scott
7/16           Courtney & Marshall Butler
7/18           Kathy & Harvey Brown
7/24          Mary Lu and Ed Norris
7/28          Anne & Jody Tamsberg

7/18             Will Cook
             Holly Fesperman
7/20              John Buddin
7/21   Isabelle Rowland
  Kitty Vickery
  Sadie Wilcox
7/22   Emerson Gower
  Beth McAlister
7/23   Tradd Stuckey
7/24   Jace Cook
  Lu Turner
  Keith Wilcox
7/25  Philip Sawyer
7/26   Ethan Chastain
  Peppy Jordan
  Ann Sekkes
7/28   L.J. Ridley
  Wendy Johnson
7/29   Ashley Baker

7/1                Patsy Crayton
7/2                Ramey Mull
7/3                Joe Martin
7/4               Kelly Nash
7/6                Traci Green
7/7                Albert Ford
               Terry Fry
               Glen Insley
7/8                Yorky Burnas-Arnold
    Ron Church
7/9                Luan Vinson
               Carey Williamson
    Carol Zieske
7/11                Lynn Siau
7/12                Marshall Butler
               Bob Glisson
    Lois Ann Troup
7/13                Amy McGrath
    Miller Nash
               Cindy Williams
7/15               Bo Barron
7/17               Leese Cook
    Rita Scott

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES



Manna in the Morning 
July  2020 

 
“Then the Lord said... ‘I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for 
that day.’ ...The people of Israel called the bread manna.” Numbers 16:4, 31 
 
“One does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” Deuteronomy 8:3 
 
Won’t you take time to each day to let God speak to you through His Word? Listed below is a series of daily readings 
from the Bible. You are encouraged to spend a few minutes in the morning to let the scriptures soak into your heart. You 
may choose to begin each day by reading the psalm of the week. There is a single text listed for each weekday and 
Saturday; the Sunday texts are the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lectionary selections that are incorporated into 
our worship services (Note: during the time between Easter and Pentecost, the Old Testament lesson is replaced by a 
reading from Acts). One suggestion for daily reading would be to engage with the text through a process known as 
“Lectio Divina” (a Latin term that simply means “Divine Reading.” For more information on Lectio Divina, please see 
the reverse side of this sheet. Read God’s Word, and take time to reflect on what God might be saying to you. 

 
CONSEQUENCES OF FOLLOWING JESUS CHRIST 
Psalm of the Week      Psalm 28 
Wednesday, July 1                    Luke 22:24-30 
Thursday, July 2                       Luke 9:57-62 
Friday, July 3      Joshua 24:16-28 
Saturday, July 4                Romans 14:13-23 
 
A DISCIPLE'S MISSION AND REWARD 
Psalm of the Week Psalm 35 
Sunday, July 5 Genesis 24:34-67 
 Romans 7:15-25a 
 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Monday, July 6 Matthew 10:1-15 
Tuesday, July 7 Romans 1:1-7 
Wednesday, July 8 John 1:6-13 
Thursday, July 9 Colossians 1:9-23 
Friday, July 10 Colossians 1:24-29 
Saturday, July 11 1 Peter 1:1-9 
 
GOD'S PLAN FOR THE CHURCH 
Psalm of the Week Psalm 46 
Sunday, July 12 Genesis 25:19-34 
 Romans 8:1-11 
 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
Monday, July 13 Isaiah 55:1-13 
Tuesday, July 14 Isaiah 1:10-17 
Wednesday, July 15                              Isaiah 1:21-26 
Thursday, July 16                              Romans 15:1-13 

    Friday, July 17                                 Ephesians 4:1-16 
    Saturday, July 18                                  John 17:20-26 
 
    LISTENING AND OBEYING 
    Psalm of the Week                Psalm 62 
    Sunday, July 19                      Genesis 28:10-19a 
               Romans 8:12-25 
            Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
     Monday, July 20                      Mark 9:1-8 

Tuesday, July 21     James 1:19-27 
Wednesday, July 22      James 4:1-10 
Thursday, July 23             Romans 6:15-23 
Friday, July 24       Philippians 2:12-18 
Saturday, July 25                 John 14:15-24 
 
GOD'S ABILITY TO PROVIDE 
Psalm of the Week              Psalm 63 
Sunday, July 26            Genesis 29:15-28 
               Romans 8:26-39 
            Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Monday, July 27                          Genesis 22:1-14 
Tuesday, July 28         1 Timothy 6:11-19 
Wednesday, July 29                Psalm 68:1-10 
Thursday, July 30                               John 10:1-18 
Friday, July 31                         Matthew 7:1-12 
Saturday, August 1                              1 Peter 5:1-11 

 
 

 
 
Note: Scripture readings and weekly themes are taken from Norman Shawchuck and Rueben Job, A Guide to 
Prayer for All God's People (Nashville: Upper Room Books, 1990).  
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   The Vision of Georgetown Presbyterian Church

Georgetown Presbyterian Church is a community of faith bound and driven by the love of Jesus Christ, 
called to nurture discipleship and share Christ's love with all people.


