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With the hectic few weeks we've had – what, with the usual Advent and Christmas 
activities, and our moving plans to add to the mix – I've had some strange dreams recently. 
One of the recurring dreams I have whenever I feel pressed for time is the one in which I am 
back at college and it's time for final exams, and I am in a panic because I haven't been to 
one of the classes all semester. This is actually a common dream for a lot of people; 
psychologists speculate that this particular dream is related to stress at work. Go figure.

But the most puzzling dream I had was the one in which Bill, Bruce, and I are all at the 
pearly gates on Christmas Eve, and St. Peter greets us. But before we can enter, Peter has 
one requirement. “In honor of this holy season, each of you must present something that 
represents Christmas before you enter into heaven.”

Bruce fumbled through his pockets and found a lighter, showed it to Peter and said, 
“This lighter represents a candle, the light of Christ that shines in the darkness.” 

“Well done,” said Peter. “You may enter.”
Bill bent down and pulled some grass from the ground. He showed it to Peter and said,

“This represents the hay that lined the manger in which the baby Jesus was laid, for there 
was no room at the inn.”

“Very nice,” said Peter. “You may enter.”
At this point in my dream, I found myself rather dumbfounded. I was at a bit of a loss. 

Finally, I found this pair of sunglasses and held them up to Peter.
Peter looked at me with curiosity. “Sunglasses? Just what do those symbolize about 

Christmas?”
“Well,” I said, “They're Carol's.”
...Admit it – you're going to miss the dry wit.

In all seriousness, it is a particular joy to be with you tonight. This is the 13 th Christmas 
Eve that we have been among you. For pastors, traveling to be with family at Christmas is a 
challenge, and usually doesn't take place at all until after Christmas Eve has passed. So for 
the Wilkins household, these Christmas Eve services have been family gatherings for us. You
have been our family in Georgetown through the years, and it has been a sacred privilege to 
share the joy of Christmas with you. To be sure, not every Christmas Eve has been a happy 
occasion here, especially after the death of Thom Martin. But even in those challenging times 
we have gathered to be with each other, to share God's love with one another, and to 
remember together the hope that is ours because of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

The unknowing world may ask, “What's the big deal about a baby born in a challenging
situation? That kind of stuff happens all the time, all around the world.” I won't dispute that the
circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus are not remarkable, in and of themselves. It's 
true – children are born into much more difficult circumstances every day. 

The birth of a child is always a significant event, and should be celebrated with joy and 
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thanksgiving. But what took place in Bethlehem 2000 years ago was much, much more 
profound than the birth of any other child ever born. For the baby born of the young Mary and 
Joseph and placed in a feeding trough because there was no room available to them, is none 
other than the living God himself – “The Word Made Flesh,” “Emmanuel,” “God With Us.” 

I suppose a valid question would be, “Why? Why would the Almighty God of the 
Universe condescend to such a proposition, as to become one of us?” I can think of three 
reasons that might help shed light on why God took on human flesh in the form of Jesus of 
Nazareth.

The first reason has to do with helping us understand who God is. Let's face it, God is 
so totally “other” that our finite human minds can't possibly comprehend who God is, what 
God is truly like. For us to understand God, to get a glimpse into God's character, to gain 
insight into how God feels about you and me – to accomplish this, God has to communicate 
himself to us in ways that our minds can grasp. God has to use language that speaks to our 
hearts.

And so God became human. In Jesus Christ, God communicates himself to us in 
human terms. Prior to Christ, God occasionally spoke to individuals, who were then charged 
with the responsibility of describing God and God's ways to the people. God worked miracles 
and wonders to get the attention of God's people. God sent invading armies to judge the 
people for their sin and rebellion. God inspired people to write God's word on tablets and 
scrolls, to teach and command the people.

But still God was inaccessible and incomprehensible. We still didn't “get” God. And so 
God became a human being in the person of Jesus Christ – that is what John means when he
says “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”1 The author of the letter to the Hebrews 
puts it this way: “Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the 
exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.”2 

The truth is, we cannot comprehend a great and mighty “out-there” God who is 
invisible. But another human being we can see, touch, hear, understand. When God took on 
human flesh, he communicated himself to us so we can know God – so we can know what 
grace and truth look like, so we can experience true compassion, so we can know that God 
loves us even in judgment, so we can know how God expects us to live. Because the baby 
born in Bethlehem was very God of very God, we can know God in a way that transcends 
words and imagination. God's love, God's righteousness, God's salvation were all incarnate in
Jesus Christ.

Over the years, you and I have come to know each other, not by reading about each 
other, but by being together in the fellowship of the church. We have rubbed elbows in the 
trenches of ministry, we have spent time learning and studying and laughing and crying and 
hugging and comforting and even arguing with one another. It's because we've spent 12 ½ 
years together, as family, that we know each other and love one another.

God came among us so that we could really know God and love God.
The second reason why God may have come among us as a human being has to do 

specifically with our salvation. You see, as sinners, we have a penalty to pay for our sin. As 
the apostle Paul so succinctly points out in his letter to the Romans, “the wages of sin is 
death.” If there is to be satisfaction for our sin, then the satisfaction must be made by a 

1 John 1:14
2 Hebrews 1:1-3a
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human being. When God went to the cross as Jesus Christ, God did just that – God satisfied 
God's righteous judgment upon our sin.

Because we cannot possibly achieve righteousness on our own, because we cannot 
possibly restore our relationship with God on our own, God comes to us and does for us what 
we cannot do for ourselves. The Christian faith is the only major world religion in which God 
comes to us for our salvation. Every other world religion requires its adherents to somehow 
attain righteousness on their own; if they are going to join God in heaven, it will be up to them.
But you and I know that God has come to us, because we are unable to ascend to God on 
our own.

God became human for our salvation.
The third reason God assumed human flesh is the most telling, and the most 

compelling. God became human simply because God loves us. “For God so loved the 
world...” says Jesus. 

I remember when I was in seminary, I heard professors talk about God condescending 
to become human. That word, “condescend” always troubled me, because I always thought of
it as a snobbish looking-down upon another who is clearly inferior. Of course we are inferior to
God, but it bothered me to think that God was a snob.

But the other day I looked up the word in the dictionary, and found these meanings to 
the word: “to put aside one's dignity or superiority voluntarily and assume equality with one 
regarded as inferior,”3 and “to waive the privileges of rank.”4 When I consider the word with 
this meaning, it tells me that God's condescending to become a human wasn't out of snobbish
disgust toward us, but love. God set aside God's dignity and superiority in order to become 
one of us, because God loves us. God's coming to us is the evidence of God's eternal and 
steadfast love.

Friends – brothers and sisters – God was born of Mary because God loves us, and 
God wants better for us. God wants better for us than guns and cannons and bombs to 
secure peace and resolve disputes; God wants better for us than an uncomfortable truce 
between races and creeds; God wants better for us than partisan bickering that wounds 
countless innocent people in the verbal crossfire and the thoughtless approval of policies 
along party lines; God wants better for us than 40-foot walls to keep people out; God wants 
better for us than treating women like a piece of meat; God wants better for us than self-
destructive behaviors and addiction and depression and anxiety.

God wants better for us than what we have and what we are right now. God wants 
better for us, so God came to us and dwelt among us, and and in Christ God showed us the 
better way. And God died for us, and was raised from the dead, and ascended to heaven.

And God did it all because God loves us.
One Christmas Eve a number of years ago, a family was preparing for Christmas. The 

house was fully decorated, the presents were wrapped and placed under the tree. The mother
and the daughter put on their coats as they got ready to go to church; the father, as usual, 
would stay behind. He viewed the religious observance of Christmas as a sign of weakness. 
He didn't mind that his wife and daughter went to church—after all, Jesus was a fine ethical 
teacher. But he couldn't bring himself to believe that God was anything more than a creator, 
certainly not that God was personal and had become human.

While his wife and daughter walked down the road to the church, the man went outside
in the cold to get some more logs for the fire. Then he sat beside the fireplace, with a book 
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and a glass of wine, and he awaited the return of his wife and daughter from their candlelight 
service. Still, he pondered the absurdity of it all—God becoming human in order to save the 
world.

Suddenly the man was startled by the sound of something at the window. When he 
looked to see what had happened, he discovered that several birds had been attracted by the
light inside the house, and they crashed into the window. Some of them were injured and 
disoriented, unable to fly, thrashing around in the snow underneath the window.

The man quickly pulled on his coat and gloves, and went to try to help the birds in their 
confusion. As he got on his hands and knees, he reached out to the birds, but they just 
became more agitated and hobbled away from the man. The man tried all he knew to help, 
but every effort seemed to make the birds feel even more threatened. He searched the 
recesses of his brain for a way to help the birds. “If only I could become a bird,” he thought, 
“then I could let them know that I only want to help them, to save them.”

At that very moment, while he was still on his hands and knees, he heard the church 
bells ring out midnight. And like the force of the birds hitting the window, the truth suddenly 
struck him. The man, kneeling in the snow, felt the sting of tears in his eyes, and for the first 
time he believed. Now he understood—God came down to us and entered our world so that 
he could tell us that he loves us and wants to save us. The only way God could make himself 
truly known to us is to become one of us.

The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us... In these last days God has spoken to 
us by his Son...

And he has said, “I have loved you with an everlasting love, and you are mine.”
“Do not be afraid,” said the angel. “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 

the people. For to us this day is born in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord... 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace.”

Amen.


