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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 24, 2020 

Five-thirty o’clock in the evening 
 

“Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, 
 that we may share in the song of the angels,  

the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. 
 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world.  
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.  

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings,  
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children,  
and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, 

forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.” 
Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894) 

 
GATHERING                                Love Came Down at Christmas                            Irish Melody 
                                                                                                                                                           Arr. Jason W. Krug     
                                                                      The First Noel                                              The First Noel 

           Christmas Handbell Quartet 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
                                                   
PRELUDE                              Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella        Old French Carol, 17th century 
                                         Molly McNeill Rogers, Flute; Mary Lu Norris, Piano                                       

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                                                                                            

 Leader:   Rejoice in the Lord you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name. 
     People: The heavens proclaim your righteousness, O God, and all the people  
        behold your glory. 

     Leader:   For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth and are exalted above all gods. 
     People: Rejoice in the Lord you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE               Away in a Manger (v. 1)                              MUELLER 
 

                        “Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
                       The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

                    The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
                      The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.” 

 
      ADVENT PRAYER 

O God of peace, to you we ascribe all honor and majesty, beauty and strength. 
You bring forth a child whom we call blessed, upon whose shoulders rests the 
destiny of nations. You give us the gift of life everlasting, a wonderful 
counselor who shall guide all your people. With shepherds and angels, we lift 
our voices rejoicing: All glory to you in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom you dwell. 

 
A CHRISTMAS LITANY OF SCRIPTURE AND SONG 

 
SOLO                                                        One Small Child                                      David Meece    
                                                                Gary Life, Bass 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land   of 
deep darkness— on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us,  a son given to 
us; authority rests upon his shoulders;  and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
CAROL                             It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (vv. 1, 2 and 5)                          CAROL 

 

“It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,  
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:  

‘Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all gracious King’:  
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

 
 
 
 
 



Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,  
and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world: 
Above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing,  

and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old  
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold,  
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendor fling,  

and the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing.” 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 
MUSIC MEDITATION                          O Come to the Manger                       Traditional Carols 
                                                                             Molly McNeill Rogers, Flute                 Arr. Douglas E. Wagner 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
       Luke 2:1-18  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 



shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 

 
CAROL                                                    What Child Is This?                                             GREENSLEEVES 

 

“What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste, to bring him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 

 

 Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through; 
The cross be borne for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the word made flesh, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 

 

 So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh; 
Come, one and all, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high. 
The virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

The babe, the son of Mary.” 
 



SCRIPTURE READING 
John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE                                     ALL IS WELL?                                 Dr. Corey Ingold 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus  
         Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
         the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;  
         he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended  
         into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from  
         thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy  
         Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of  
         sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
SOLO                                                           O Holy Night                                           Adolphe Adam 
                                                                          Marcy Carl, Soprano 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
CAROL                                                  Silent Night, Holy Night                                 STILLE NACHT 

 

“Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 
 
 
 



Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 
 

(Please keep your candle lit and raise your lit candle as we sing the fourth and final verse of the next 
carol, Joy to the World.) 
 
CAROL                                                          Joy to the World!                                                      ANTIOCH 

 

“Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: Let us our songs employ 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground. 
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, 

and wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love.” 

 
SENDING OUT TO SERVE 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE                Away in the Manger (v. 3)                                   ST. LOUIS 

 

        “Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
        Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

          Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
          And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.” 

 
POSTLUDE                                                 SLEEPERS, WAKE                             Johann Sebastian Bach 
                                                                                     “Wachet auf”                                          from Cantata No. 140 
 
 



 
 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP  
Dr. Corey Ingold, Pastor 

Dr. Bill Puckett, Assistant Minister for Pastoral Care 
Mary Lu Norris, Director of Music Ministry 

Marcy Carl, Director of Handbells 
Christmas Handbells Quartet: Bobbie McAlister, Ann Martin, Molly McNeill Rogers, and 

Happy Wilcox 
Marcy Carl and Gary Life; Vocal Soloists 

Molly McNeill Rogers; Flute 
Videographer: Heather Pelham 

 
 

Christmas Eve bulletin cover is designed by Traci Green. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHRISTMAS 2020 
 

  
THE CHRISMON TREE in the connector is given in honor of HONOR OF LINDA AND BILL 

PUCKETT for their dedication and service to our church. 
 
 

THE POINSETTIAS decorating the sanctuary and church this Christmas season are given: 
 

 
 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
 

 

FRITZ VINSON by LUAN VINSON 
OUR PARENTS, CARRADEAN AND GERTRUDE 
BROWN; LAURA AND CLARKE PERRIN by 
ROBIN AND DEAN BROWN 
CALVIN DAWSON SR. by JENNIFER AND CAL 
DAWSON  
DR. ROBERT BURKS by JENNIFER AND CAL 
DAWSON  
MR. AND MRS. LOUIS G. DARBY by LEE AND 
LUKE BRYANT 
HANNAH SKINNER by ED, EMMA AND 
PINCKNEY SKINNER 
OUR PARENTS by JILL AND AL DEMARCHI 
OUR SON, BILL STUCKEY III by NINA AND 
BILL STUCKEY 
WILLIAM (BILL) METTS GAUSE by CHERYL 
GAUSE AND FAMILY 
OUR FAMILY by CHERYL GAUSE AND FAMILY 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY by CHERYL GAUSE 
AND FAMILY 
MR. & MRS. J. LLOYD EVANS JR. by JANE 
AND EMERSON GOWER 
MR. & MRS. EMERSON F. GOWER SR. by 
JANE AND EMERSON GOWER 
BETTY KILGORE by JO AND STEW SWIFT 
INEZ AND JACK STRAIT by JAKE STRAIT JR. 
LOVED ONES WE MISS by KATHY AND 
HARVEY BROWN 
 

JOY P. HITCHCOCK by ALICE CLARK 
JOY PARSONS HITCHCOCK by SYLVIA 
PARSONS 
LOUIS PARSONS by SYLVIA PARSONS 
VIRGINIA AND RICHARD HEARL by SYLVIA 
PARSONS 
PEGGY CAMLIN by SYLVIA PARSONS 
RUSTY GRIFFIN by PRISCILLA AND BOB 
KEARNS 
WES MCNEILL by GINGER MCNEILL AND 
MOLLY MCNEILL ROGERS 
OUR MOTHERS, RUBY TALBOT AND 
MILDRED FUTRELL by JOY AND LEE TALBOT 
LEILA AND JIM MARVIN by JOHN AND ANNE 
CREEL 
AGNES AND JEFF POWERS by JOHN AND 
ANNE CREEL 
BOB DERRICK by ANNE, KATHRYN, LEEANNE 
AND ROB  
BILL PETERSON, MY HUSBAND by SHIRLEY 
PETERSON  
DON AND FLO MABE by CHARLOTTE AND 
DAVID VAN HOOSE 
OUR LOVED ONES by ANN AND BOB MARTIN 
OUR SISTERS, JOANNE STEVES AND DRU 
MOTT by JEAN AND JOHN CROSS 
OUR PARENTS by KAYE AND FRED THOMAS 
 

 



 

 
 

IN LOVING HONOR OF 
 
 

THE CONGREGATION OF GEORGETOWN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH by LINDA AND BILL 
PUCKETT 
OUR SIX WONDERFUL GRANDCHILDREN by 
MARYANNE AND DICK SCHWAB 
LINDA AND BILL PUCKETT by ED, EMMA AND 
PINCKNEY SKINNER 
JACKIE AND KYLE YOUNG by BOBBIE 
MCALISTER 
MADELINE AND ISABELLA YOUNG by BOBBIE 
MCALISTER 
THE CHANCEL CHOIR AND MOLLY 
ROGERS by MARY LU AND ED NORRIS 
MARY LU NORRIS by SYLVIA PARSONS 
OUR SONS, DAVID AND ROBERT BROWN by 
ROBIN AND DEAN BROWN 
SYLVIA H. PARSONS by ALICE CLARK 
MY FAMILY AND FRIENDS by NANCY 
CORRIGALL 
ANN AND BOB MARTIN by YOUR CHILDREN 
AND GRANDCHILDREN, WITH LOVE 

OUR FAMILIES by GINGER MCNEILL, MOLLY 
AND JON LUKE ROGERS 
OUR GRANDCHILDREN, SARAH ANNE, 
LANE, MARY PORTER, HAYES, JOSEPH, 
MARGARET, AND ADDISON by ANNE AND 
JODY TAMSBERG 
OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN by 
ANN AND BOB MARTIN 
REV. AND MRS. COREY INGOLD by CHARLES 
A.  JAMES 
REV. AND MRS. BILL PUCKETT by CHARLES 
A. JAMES 
MR. AND MRS. HAL STRANGE by CHARLES A.  
JAMES 
MR. AND MRS. ANN MARTIN by CHARLES A. 
JAMES 
MR. AND MRS. ALLEN ROGERS by CHARLES 
A.  JAMES 
MR. AND MRS. JODY TAMSBERG by CHARLES 
A. JAMES 
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