
From the desk of : Dr. Bill Puckett:

The past few weeks have been unlike any that we have ever experienced. A new 
term, COVID19 has been forever imbedded in our minds. We have felt fear and 
isolation. Our comfortable patterns of life have been disrupted. Unwelcome 
change has been forced upon us. We miss our families and friends. We miss the 
powerful spiritual resource of gathering together to study, pray, celebrate and 
worship. We miss seeing each other. While we love each other at a distance, we 
miss being able to convey that in person.  

We are troubled by all the losses, personal and financial and most of all the 
enormous loss of life. In just three months nearly 100,000 of our fellow citizens 
have died as the result of this virus. This past Sunday, The New York Times listed 
on its front page, the names of 1000 of them, gleaned from obituaries from 
newspapers across the nation. It was, as the writer observed, a solemn 
reminder that these are more than numbers. They are people like us. Let us 
prayerfully remember them and their loved ones. 

During this critical time, let us pray for each other as we look toward a new 
normal. Let us be caring, patient and respectful of each other as we each try to 
adapt to change. We do and will have different views on how fast or slow we 
should move forward. Let us pray for our session and leadership that we will all 
be led to make wise choices, and that we will function always as people of love 
and encouragement, remembering that God abides with us now and always. 

May we pray with the Psalmist, “Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditations of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my 
redeemer.” Psalm 19:14. 

In faith and hope, 
Bill 


