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A young man just out of seminary was interviewing with the Pulpit 
Committee for a small church that was looking for a new pastor. The chairman 
of the Pulpit Committee asked the young candidate, “Son, how well do you know
the Bible?”

The candidate replied, “I think I know the Bible pretty well. I have been 
studying it for the past three years at the seminary.”

“Which part of the Bible do you know best?” asked the chairman.
“The New Testament,” replied the seminary graduate.
The Pulpit Committee chair continued down this line of questioning: “Well, 

which part of the New Testament do you like the best?”
“Lots of parts,” said the young man, now beginning to wonder where this 

interview was heading.
“Well,” said the chairman of the search committee, “Why don't you tell us 

the story of the Prodigal Son?”
“Fine,” said the young man. “There was a man of the Pharisees named 

Nicodemus, who went down to Jericho by night and he fell upon the stony 
ground, where the thorns and weeds choked him half to death. The next day 
Solomon and his wife, Gomorrah, came by, and carried him down to the ark for 
Moses to take care of. But, as he was going through the Eastern Gate into the 
ark, he was thrown into the sea, and a giant fish swallowed him; and he stayed 
in the fish for 40 days and 40 nights, and he afterwards did hunger. And so, the 
ravens came and fed him.

“The next day three wise men came and carried him down to the boat 
dock, and he caught a ship to Antioch. And when he got there he saw a golden 
calf sitting on the wall. So he called up to the guards and said, 'Chunk it down, 
boys, chunk it down.'

“And the guards called back, 'How many times shall we chunk it down—
seven times?'

“'Nay,' he said, 'but 70 times seven times.'
“So they chunked the golden calf down 490 times. And they picked up 

twelve basketfuls of the leftovers, and they threw them into the fiery furnace. 
And Nicodemus' wife did despise him...”

At this point the chairman of the Pulpit Committee interrupted the young 
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minister, and he said to the rest of the committee, “Folks, I think we ought to ask
the church to call this man to be our minister. He's awfully young, but he sure 
does know his Bible.”

Today is our Christian Education kickoff in the life of our congregation, the 
day on which we lift up the importance of the ministry of Christian Education. I 
am convinced that one of the most important ways we will be better together is 
when we take the ministry of Christian education seriously. Paul says to the 
Colossians, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom...”1 It is a command given, not simply to one
or a few people, but to all who gather together in the name of Jesus Christ.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly... A few quick things to note about
this brief-but-packed-with-meaning command. First, this is the only place in the 
New Testament where we see the term, “word of Christ.” There is not universal 
agreement as to whether it means the word spoken by Christ, that is, his 
teaching; or if it means the word about Christ, that is, the teaching of the 
Scriptures, including the gospels. I suspect that the meaning of the term “word 
of Christ” encompasses a bit of both the teaching from the mouth of the Lord, as
well as the teaching about the Lord. As the teaching applies to us, the word of 
Christ entails the whole body of Scripture that we know as the Bible, including 
the revelation of Christ in the gospels.

Second, Let the word of Christ dwell in you, says Paul. The word of Christ 
is to make its home among us richly; it is to inform our fellowship; it is to enrich 
our minds and our understanding of who God is and what is our relationship to 
God through Christ. The truth is, the word cannot dwell in your heart and in my 
heart unless it dwells among us. 

Thirdly, the word is to dwell in us richly. In abundance, as in the filling up 
of a treasure chest. It is to so occupy our heart that it permeates our being and 
controls our thoughts, our desires, our words, our actions. The exhortation by 
Paul is that “[the word of Christ] would dwell richly in [our] fellowship and in [our] 
hearts if we pay heed to what we hear, we bow to its authority, we assimilate to 
its lessons, and we translate [the word of Christ] into daily living.”2

And the way by which the word of Christ will richly dwell in our hearts is 
when we are obedient and faithful to the commands to teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom. In the original Greek text, the words “teach” and 
“admonish” are in the imperative; they are commands. Teaching and 
admonishing one another is not optional, it is required of us. The commands to 
teach and admonish should be viewed more as synonyms than contrasting 

1 Colossians 3:16
2 FF Bruce, The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984), p. 158.
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verbs. Admonishing is a form of teaching, with a view toward correction or 
toward reining in, in an earnest or solicitous manner. It is a mutual ministry that 
we are to engage with each other. Teach and admonish one another.

That's how the word of Christ will dwell in us richly.
I've learned something over the 55 years of my life, which include 24 years

of pastoral ministry: The word of God doesn't just come to us by osmosis. We 
don't get the word of God simply by having it on the coffee table or the 
bookshelf. And it takes more than 15-20 minutes on Sunday morning.

We have to read the word of God. We have to study it. We have to wrestle
with it.

Throughout the Bible there is a premium placed on growing in our 
knowledge of God's word. In Deuteronomy, as Moses has transmitted the Law 
of God to the people of Israel, the Lord follows up with this word: “Hear O Israel, 
the Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. And these words which I 
command you this day shall be upon your heart; and you shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and you shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
and when you lie down, and when you rise...”3 

The psalmist opens up the psalter with the affirmation that the one who is 
blessed is the one whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on
the law day and night...4 

Or in every verse of the 119th psalm, where the word of God is lifted up as 
the sole rule of life: “How can one keep their way pure? By living according to 
your word... Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law... I have 
hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you... I long for your 
salvation, O Lord, and your law is my delight...”5

In the gospel of Matthew, what is the last thing that the risen Jesus 
commands his disciples? “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. And teach 
them to obey all that I have commanded...”6

Do you hear the common thread, the emphasis on the teaching and the 
learning of God's word? 

It's an emphasis that has informed the Christian church through the 
centuries. The truth is, in the Christian life there is only one required textbook in 
the school of faith: the Bible. It is the way that God reveals himself to us. Sure, 

3 Deuteronomy 6:4-6
4 Psalm 1:2
5 Psalm 119:9, 18, 11, 174. You cannot read the 119th psalm without appreciating the value of the word of God in the life 

of the person who desires to follow God faithfully and live in relationship with God.
6 Matthew 28:18-20
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God's glory and majesty is evident in the creation. Sure, we can sense 
something of the character and holiness of God, and what's expected of us, 
through the human conscience. But the trouble is, we're fickle beings, subject to 
change. But the purpose and the will of God is unchanging. Since we're fickle 
and subject to change of mind and opinion, we need something steady, 
something constant, to ground us in the truth about God.

And so we are given God's word, the Bible.
Folks, here's the deal: if we want to know God, we have to know him 

through his word. True, he ultimately revealed himself to us in the person of 
Jesus Christ, but even our knowledge of Jesus is transmitted to us through 
Scripture.

And I don't care whether you've read the Bible ten times and studied it all 
your life, or if your Bible has been collecting dust on your bookshelf all these 
years—nobody can claim that they don't need to learn more about who God is 
and who we are in relationship to him through Jesus Christ. Every single one of 
us has room to grow in our knowledge of God.

And so our text today: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. Teach and
admonish one another.

Folks, you don't need a sophisticated seminary education for this. Maybe 
seminary taught me a few things about being a pastor. But I am who I am as a 
Christian because of my years in Sunday school and Bible study. Because 
Sunday School teachers like Howard Aulick and Dick Park and Bob Seal 
invested their time in my learning as a young middle-schooler and teenager, and
because friends like Ed Moore and Fitz Neal and David Youngquist engaged me
with Scripture as a young adult in Bible study—these kinds of experiences, far 
more than any seminary class I ever took, were what molded my faith as a 
Christian.

So I urge you, take advantage of the opportunities we've mentioned this 
morning. Check out a Sunday School class, come to a Bible study, no matter 
where you are in your faith journey. We need each other in this venture. We 
need people willing to lead and teach, but even more, every single one of us 
needs to jump in and engage one another in the study of God's word.

May the word of Christ dwell in us richly as we teach and admonish one 
another.

And let it begin right now.
Amen.


