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Remember way back when the big question was, “Who shot J.R.?” It was 1980, 
and the TV drama “Dallas” was one of the most popular prime-time shows of the day. 
J.R. Ewing was the bigger-than-life egocentric and manipulative womanizer and Texas
oil baron, played by Larry Hagman. On the show he made enemies of everyone from 
business associates to family members to his scorned mistresses. It seemed like 
everybody who watched the show loved to hate J.R.

So when, in the final scene of the third season of “Dallas” on March 21, 1980, 
J.R. Ewing heard a sound outside of his office at night, and J.R. walked over to take a 
look, we weren't really surprised to hear two gunshots ring out and J.R. crumple to the 
floor. But J.R. had made so many enemies, that almost anybody on the show could've 
been the shooter; hence, the question that was asked for nearly eight months after 
was, “Who shot J.R.?” It wasn't until the fourth episode of the fourth season, 
November 21, that it was revealed that J.R.'s scheming sister-in-law and mistress 
Kristin Shepard was the one who pulled the trigger in a fit of anger.1

TV producers know how to keep us hooked, don't they? They don't end one 
season (or even one episode, for that matter) without leaving a few loose ends that 
we'll need to watch for in later episodes. They always find a way to leave us knowing 
that the show is to be continued.

In the Bible, Luke, the man who wrote the gospel that bears his name, could've 
been a first-generation TV show writer. He leaves off his gospel in a vague manner, 
with Jesus ascending into heaven and Jesus' disciples returning “to Jerusalem with 
great joy; and they were continually in the Temple blessing God.”2 It is an ending that 
leaves the reader (both the original recipient named Theophilus and us) wondering 
what ever happened to the disciples. Did they go off and resume their previous day-
jobs of fishing, farming, collecting taxes? Did they go out and build big, magnificent 
churches? Were they any different as a result of the time they had spent with Jesus? 
What happened after Jesus ascended into heaven? Surely there is more to the story.

Luke left off his gospel with a sense of “to be continued...”. 
That's where the book of Acts begins. Luke is also the author of Acts, and he 

picks up the narrative where he left off, namely, with the ascension of Jesus into 
heaven. Luke quickly recaps the previous 40 days, then he quotes the final words 
Jesus spoke to his disciples: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 

1 For more information on “Who shot J.R.?”, you can do what I did: I googled it, then went to Wikipedia, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Who_shot_J.R.%3F 

2 Luke 24:52-53

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Who_shot_J.R.%3F
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and to the ends of the earth.”3 
And then... whoosh! Up, up, and away Jesus goes, leaving his disciples behind, 

staring up into the sky. 
That happens at the 9th verse of the first chapter of Acts. Luke doesn't stop 

writing until the 30th  verse of the 28th chapter, covering the first 30 years of the 
Christian church, describing its spread all the way to Rome. 

Clearly, the story isn't over at the ascension of Jesus into heaven. It is to be 
continued... 

It is to be continued as the apostles receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. It is to 
be continued as they are persecuted and then scattered throughout the region. It is to 
be continued as an evil man named Saul is miraculously converted and will become 
the most influential figure in the New Testament after God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. 
It is to be continued as the gospel spreads to Ethiopia, and to Asia Minor, Greece, and
Rome. And even after the book of Acts concludes, we know that the story continues 
through the annals of church history, century after century until this very moment.

In a very real sense, the story of Jesus Christ and his church is always to be 
continued, up until the final arrival of the new heaven and new earth described in the 
book of Revelation. Even then, the story will always be to be continued, for eternity 
never ends, does it?

I love the little detail Luke adds to the ascension here in Acts, the one with the 
two men in white robes who come up to the disciples while the disciples are standing 
and looking into the sky. The two men say to the disciples, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you 
into heaven, will come back...”4 That question, “Why are you just standing there 
looking into the sky?,” might as well be phrased, “Don't you have something else you 
need to be doing?” 

Why are you looking up, when now your focus needs to be in the here and now. 
Heaven is important, to be sure, but all that will take place at the time God has in mind.
For now, you need to turn your attention to living here as followers of Jesus Christ.

You see, Jesus knows that we all have at least some tendency to sit and wait. 
And for some things, that is ok. But that's not how the gospel is spread. Sitting and 
waiting is not how the good news of Jesus Christ will reach the ends of the earth. The 
gospel doesn't end at the ascension of Christ into heaven; it is to be continued. It's 
always to be continued.

In his final words to his disciples, Jesus gave the disciples a simple task: “You 
will be my witnesses,” he said. But before the task, he promised the means by which 
we would be empowered to accomplish the task: he promised the Holy Spirit. To be 
specific, Jesus said, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” 
The Greek word that is translated as “power” is “dynamis”. It's a word that “entered the
English vocabulary when the Swedish chemist and engineer Alfred Nobel made the 
discovery that became his fortune. He discovered a power stronger than anything the 
world had known up to that time. He asked a friend of his who was a Greek scholar 

3 Acts 1:8
4 Acts 1:10-11
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what the word for 'explosive power' was in the Greek. His friend answered, 'Dynamis.'”
The name Nobel gave to his discovery: dynamite. And now, as Paul Harvey 

would say, you know the rest of the story.
The Holy Spirit is God's “explosive power,” given to us, to make us able to be 

the witnesses we are called to be.
Now, in the simplest sense, a witness is simply someone who knows something 

and testifies to it. To be a witness is to tell what we know, what we have experienced. 
Jesus said, “You will be my witnesses...” He did not say that we will be judge, or 
prosecutor; he said we will be his witnesses. We will tell of what we know of him.

The final great commission that Jesus gives to his disciples—including you and 
me—is to testify about him. To tell others what we know to be true about Jesus. He's 
not telling us to testify to what we do not know – clearly, that would be a fabrication, 
and people would see through it. He's telling us to testify to what we do know.

If all you know is John 3:16, that is enough. If all you know is that God so loved 
the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him will not 
perish but will have eternal life, then that is enough. Tell someone about it.

Here's the deal: it's not up to you to win an argument about Jesus. It's not even 
up to you to convince others of the salvation we have in Jesus. Winning arguments 
and convincing – those are jobs for the Holy Spirit. Our job, quite simply, is to go and 
tell.

And that is something that is never finished. It's always “to be continued...”
This morning we will confirm the faith of fourteen of our youth. When they were 

baptized as infants, their parents and church promised to raise them in the faith, so 
that one day they would profess that Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior on their own
terms. That day is today for these fourteen amazing youth. Because their parents, and
you, and others, took seriously the call to be Jesus' witnesses for these confirmands, 
they are now ready to embrace Jesus as their Savior and Lord. 

When we ask them the questions of faith, the first two questions are in present 
tense: Do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world? 
And, Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in 
his grace and love? Both of those questions assume that they are ready right now to 
declare for themselves the need to turn away from sin, and turn toward Jesus Christ to
embrace him as Savior and Lord.

The third question, though, is in the future tense. “Will you be Christ's faithful 
disciple, obeying his word and showing his love?” It is a question that strikes at the 
very heart of today's focus, namely, that our profession of faith is not the end in itself; 
indeed, we have a whole lifetime ahead of us in which you and I are to live into the 
implications of our salvation. 

The confirmands know that our profession of faith is only the beginning. In their 
faith statements that they turned in to me, they spoke of what it means to be a faithful 
disciple beyond today's profession of faith. They spoke of their desire to spread the 
word of Jesus, to help others, to humbly serve others before themselves, to help 
others learn what they have learned, to walk in Jesus' way, to show God's love 
wherever they go and whatever they do.
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They know full well that today is not the end. Indeed, there is much ahead of 
them and us. Today is just a beginning. 

To the confirmands, and to the graduating high school seniors, I want to say just
a couple of things. First, turn to Jesus every day. If you're going to be able to tell 
others about Jesus, you need to know him. Turn to him in prayer, and through the 
reading of his Word, the Bible, and through attendance at church. Second, don't be too
hard on yourself when you mess up. There are going to be times when your life points 
to Jesus in amazing ways; and there are going to be times when your life may cast a 
bad light on Jesus. But that's what forgiveness is for, to let you start each day fresh. 
What Jesus wants from us is faithfulness, not perfection. Third, know that you are not 
alone. The promises this congregation made at your baptism don't go away today. We 
are always here for you. Our commitment to you doesn't stop at your confirmation or 
your graduation. You are always part of our family. Know that we love you, and we 
care about you.

A long time ago someone imagined a conversation that might've taken place in 
heaven after Jesus ascended. Jesus is walking with the angel Gabriel, and they are 
deep in conversation with one another. Gabriel says, “Master, you died for the whole 
world down there, did you not?”

“Yes,” says Jesus, “I have tasted death for everybody.”
“You must've suffered much,” said Gabriel, with an earnest look into the eyes of 

Jesus.
“Yes,” again comes the answer from Jesus.
Then Gabriel asks, “But does everybody know about what you did?”
“Oh, no,” answered Jesus. “Right now, only a few people in Palestine know 

about it.”
“Well,” asked Gabriel, “What is your plan? How are you going to let the world 

know that you have died for them? What is your plan?”
Jesus then said, “I asked Peter and James and John and Andrew and some 

more of them down there just to make it the business of their lives to tell others. Then I
urged them to encourage those others to tell others, and yet others, and still others, 
until the last person in the farthest circle of the earth has heard the story and had the 
offer of my salvation.”

Gabriel, though, knows the kind of people of whom Jesus speaks, and he is a 
little bit concerned. “Yes, Lord, but what if Peter fails. Suppose after a while John 
simply stops telling others. Suppose that, into the 21st century people get so busy 
about other things that they forget to tell others. What then?”

“Gabriel,” replied Jesus, “I have not made any other plan. I am counting on 
them.”

Friends, I suppose it is possible that the story of the gospel could stop right 
here, with us. It's possible, but it would be tragic if it were to happen. Or the story can 
be continued.

Will it be continued? That, my friends, is up to us.
Amen.


