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One of the constant threads throughout the Bible is the notion that we are called 
by God to be his people. But the other side of that coin is that we must commit to 
making God our God, our Lord, our Master. We are all called. But are we committed?

That theme is woven throughout the Bible, from early on in the history of the 
people of Israel, all the way to the book of Revelation: We must choose whom we will 
worship, serve, obey, honor.

You find that call to make a choice when Moses gives his final sermon before the
people of Israel enter into the promised land. Moses has given a complete review of the 
Law, telling the people the way that God has made for them to live according to the 
kingdom. He has spoken of the blessings of living as God's people, and he has spoken 
of the curses of rejecting God's ways. Then in the 30th chapter of Deuteronomy Moses 
says this:

“See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death 
and adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God
that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, 
walking in his ways, and observing his commandments... then you 
shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless 
you... But if your heart turns away and you... are led astray, ...I 
declare to you today that you shall perish... I call heaven and earth 
to witness against you today that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Choose life, so that you and your 
descendants may live...”1

Or in this morning's famous passage from the book of Joshua, in which Joshua 
addresses all the tribes of Israel after they have entered and conquered the promised 
land. Before he disperses the tribes to their allotted lands, Joshua recounts the acts of 
God from Abraham all the way to the present time, reminding them of the providence of 
God and of the way God has led and delivered them time and again. Then he says that 
ever-so-famous line, “Choose this day whom you will serve... As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.”2

Time and again the prophets call the people of Israel and Judah to turn from their
sinful ways and their false worship and misdirected loyalties, and turn to the Lord, to 
worship and serve him. 

It is a call echoed by John the Baptist as the New Testament begins, the call to 
turn to the Lord.

1 From Deuteronomy 30:15-19
2 Joshua 24:15
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And it is the call that Jesus issues to us, to come and follow him. Jesus' call to us
is more often like an invitation, less like an exhortation: “Follow me,” he bids them, “and 
I will make you fish for people.”3 “Come to me all who are weary and carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest...”4

In his letters to the New Testament churches, the apostle Paul will consistently 
describe to his readers all that God has done for them through Christ in order to secure 
their salvation and grant them new life. Then Paul calls the people to live, not according 
to the old self, but according to the new life we have in Christ. Live by the Spirit, he 
says, Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice, Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, Put to death whatever in you is earthly... and instead clothe 
yourselves in compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, Letting the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts.5

The choice is always put to us: Choose between life and death, choose this day 
whom you will serve. 

God calls, but will you commit?
Every once in a while—such as when Joshua addressed the Israelites, or when 

Jesus responds to those who say they will follow him in this morning's lesson from 
Luke's gospel—it's almost as if someone's trying to talk the people OUT of following the 
Lord. Joshua told the people to choose whom they will serve, and then when they said 
they would serve the Lord, Joshua said, “You cannot serve the Lord...,” implying that the
people will be fickle and fall away, or that they can't live up to the demands of following 
a holy and righteous God. And then in Luke's gospel, doesn't Jesus basically say the 
same thing to the three people who come up to him and say they want to follow him—
You don't have what it takes to follow me!

I seriously don't think that it's because the Lord doesn't want us to worship him 
and follow him, that the Scriptures say these things. I suspect that it's because too often
people want something for nothing. But you can't have that something-for-nothing 
attitude in the kingdom, so you'd better think long and hard before you commit yourself 
to saying “Yes” to God's call.

The truth is, following Jesus does not come without a cost. You need to know 
what you’re getting into. Our text from the Gospel according to Luke makes that very 
point. Jesus calls, but are you willing to make the commitment that it takes to heed that 
call?

In this morning's lesson, Jesus has very brief encounters with three people. All 
three encounters have to do with following Jesus. And in all three encounters Jesus 
makes it clear that being one of his followers is not casual matter. 

A young man comes up to Jesus and says, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
And Jesus’ answer is a curious one: “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”6 It is a response that underscores the 
fact that the follower of Christ is always on a journey, that we’re always on a pilgrimage, 
and we are not in control of the itinerary—Jesus is. You are no longer the one who 
maps out your own life; committing to Jesus means that you have relinquished control 

3 Luke 5:10
4 Matthew 11:28
5 Galatians 5:16, Romans 12:1, Ephesians 4:1, Colossians 3:5, 12ff.
6 Luke 9:58
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of your life to him. Following Jesus is not a life of rest and leisure; it is a life always on 
the move, for there is always more kingdom work to be done. 

Once you join Jesus on the journey, there’s no exit ramp. Are you ready to 
commit to that?

A second person comes up to Jesus and eagerly volunteers to follow Jesus, with 
one caveat: “Lord, first let me go and bury my father,” he says. Surely no one is 
prepared to hear what Jesus said in response: “Let the dead bury their own dead; but 
as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God”7.

Is Jesus really that calloused? Is Jesus really so devoid of compassion that he 
won’t allow a person to bury his father? Or is there some deeper message in Jesus’ 
response? You see, Jesus’ answer to the young man goes far beyond the duty of 
attending to the dead. Jesus is in fact saying that nobody—not even family—can take 
priority over him. There can be no “Yes, but first…” because only Jesus can be first.

That is a tough demand. It is a radical demand. And what makes it so radical is 
the fact that Jesus demands priority not over the worst of relationships but over the 
best. Jesus didn't call us to choose him over the devil, but over family.8

That is a radical demand.
We ought to be clear here. This saying of Jesus is not a blanket command for 

every one of us to abandon our families in the name of following Jesus. The truth is, 
Jesus wants us to honor our families. I think all of us know that caring for our families, 
that making family life the penultimate priority in our lives, is vital our being faithful to the
call to follow Jesus.

In Jesus’ response to the young man, Jesus is not endorsing an abandonment of
family responsibilities. Jesus is simply saying that if you are going to follow Jesus, there 
must be no higher priority. There can be no “Yes, but first…” because Jesus must be 
first. 

Are you ready to commit to that?
A third person came to Jesus, saying, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say 

farewell to those at my home.” And yet again, with his response Jesus throws cold 
water in the face of a would-be follower: “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for the kingdom of God.”9 

Looking back is poor method when it comes to plowing a field. You’re going to 
end up plowing crooked rows. Just try walking forward while you turn your head to look 
behind you. Your body instinctively wants to follow your eyes. It’s difficult, if not 
impossible, to walk a straight line while looking backward. A farmer pushing a plow 
while looking behind is going to plow crooked rows.

The same principle goes for following Jesus. You can’t be wishy-washy about 
your commitment. You can’t be an effective disciple of Jesus Christ if you spend your 
time second-guessing your commitment. There’s no turning back.

The truth is, hope is the prerequisite for plowing. What sort of farmer plows the 
furrow in the autumn but has no hope for the spring?10 Friends, ours is a forward-looking
faith. The Christian does not turn back wishing for a return of the glory days, because 

7 Luke 9:59-60
8     See Fred Craddock, Luke, Interpretation Commentary Series (Louisville: John Knox Press, 1990), p. 144.
9 Luke 9:61-62
10     Leigh Spruill, quoting Albert Schweitzer, in Lectionary Homiletics, June 1998, p. 30.
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our glory days remain ahead of us. Ours is a forward-looking faith, filled with the hope of
eternal life.

There is no doubt that Jesus demands our all. He demands that he be the one in 
whose hands we place our lives. He demands that he be the one to whom we give 
ultimate authority and priority.

Are we ready to commit to that?
Are we ready to commit to Jesus, not just as Savior, but as Lord?
Here's something else to consider: The one who calls us to a total commitment to

Him has already committed himself fully to us. He came to dwell among us, to be the 
incarnation of the living God so that he could communicate God's grace, righteousness, 
and steadfast love to us, and to die for us to redeem us from our sin. In Jesus Christ, 
God has committed himself to us, fully and completely. 

Are you ready to commit to him, on his terms? 
Amen.


