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The sweltering days of summer are still with us but soon may relent a bit to give us some days that 
are a bit cooler and hopefully drier. It has always struck me as ironic that we human beings are rarely 
satisfied with the weather. When it’s hot, we try to cool off, and when it’s cold, we find ways to warm 
ourselves up.

   Such irony suggests that it is difficult for most of us to find contentment with the way things are 
in life. If we lived in a place where the weather was always perfect, then perhaps the analogy would 
break down a little, but in most places, it seems quite evident to say the grass usually appears greener 
on the other side of the fence. 

   Regarding our spiritual lives, it does seem to be the case that most people are not satisfied with 
where they are. Augustine of Hippo once wrote a famous prayer that begins, “O Lord, our hearts 
are restless until they rest in Thee.” Those simple words contain a profound truth that speaks to the 
human condition. In a nutshell, if we live without a sense of devotion to God and God’s purpose 
for our lives, we will fail to experience true peace. There is no other source for authentic joy because 
all other things pale in comparison to our having communion with the living God. Even the most 
appealing things of earthly life lose their luster and cannot stand the test of time. 

   In Ecclesiastes, the Teacher tells us that “All is vanity,” implying that the ultimate meaning and 
goodness of life is beyond our ability to grasp and doesn’t lie in things seen but in things unseen. 
We cannot manipulate or control the love of God as if it were just another commodity or just another 
item on our Wal-Mart shopping list. Rather, it is a gift freely given but not one to be hoarded away 
as if it were a private possession. Our restless hearts find peace in the assurance of God’s loving and 
faithful presence, and we pass along that peace to others. I firmly believe that we will not experience 
ultimate joy until we receive and understand God’s grace in such a way. The grass will always 
seem greener somewhere else until our hearts come to know and experience the peace that passes all 
understanding. May you and those you love know such a peace!



FINANCIAL UPDATE

Missions: 2020 has presented so many difficult challenges to us as a 
community of faith, as a community at large and as individuals. Some, 
if not all, circles may choose to refrain from meeting for the foreseeable 
future. However, the needs of those we support through our Missions 

Programs, particularly those in our own community, are greater than ever.  
     This September, Teach My People Georgetown Campus is again our designated Mission recipient. This 
faith based, academically focused, after-school and summer program follows students from first grade 
through high school and then into college. Last year, the program served ten first graders and ten second 
graders. This year, the program has added a third grade class and will continue adding classes each year 
until 2022, when the program will include fifth grade students.  
     Their mission is to help children and youth overcome academic, economic and social challenges and 
to impact families through delivery of Christ-centered programs and services that promote spiritual, 
educational and emotional growth. All after-school and summer programs, whether public, private or 
non-profit, are facing so many disruptions and challenges due to Covid-19.  Any contributions will be 
especially helpful as the teachers work to identify creative ways and means to engage these in-need 
students.
     Unless otherwise suggested by your circle leaders, checks should be made payable to Teach My People, 
Georgetown Campus. If your circle is not meeting at this time, donations can be delivered or mailed to the 
Church office before the end of the month. 

Bonnie Danser, Missions Chair.

                                                                                                               

Summer is flying by and it is time to prepare for August!  This year our church has been chosen to host 
the Presbytery of New Harmony Women’s Helpshops. The date is Saturday,  August 6 and we need 
volunteers to be at the church at 8 am.  We will need ladies to act as guides,  work in the kitchen, and 
work the registration table.   We will be serving a continental breakfast.  We have been asked in the past 
not to do anything too fancy,  just pick up foods and coffee, juice and water.  It will be a great chance to 
sell our cookbook! 

Please email  me and let me know if you can help. I will also have sign up sheets at Lemonade in the 
Shade.  Thank you so much and I look forward to serving as your Moderator. 

 Jan O’Tuel 

janotuel@gmail.com      843-439-0877 

8/26/20 Est
Actual Last 

Year
Actual  This 

Year
2020 Budget to 

Date

Actual 
Difference 

Fav/(Unfav)

Budget 
Difference 

Fav/(Unfav)
Contributions 588,272 500,000 565,000 (88,272) (65,000)
Other Receipts 9,237 15,635 14,820 6,398 815
Total Revenues 597,509 515,635 579,820 (81,874) (64,185)

Cost of Church Operations 484,886 472,797 518,415 (12,089) 45,618
Outreach 59,046 54,953 61,405 (4,093) 6,452
Total Expenses 543,932 527,750 579,820 (16,182) 52,070

Net Total 53,577 (12,115) 0 (65,692) (12,115)

August 2020 Year to Date  



SERVICE TO COMMUNITY 
      
1.  Back-to-School Supply Drive great success: The Service to Community Committee 
sincerely thanks all the many members of the congregation for their generous donations 
of back-to-school supplies last month! We delivered an entire SUV full of paper, 
pens, pencils, crayons, notebooks, rulers, erasers, glue bottles & sticks, markers, hand 
sanitizers, folders, construction paper, Kleenex boxes, highlighters, ear buds, binders, 
and scissors, etc. to the Georgetown County School District. This outpouring of help 
will allow many disadvantaged local school children to start the school year with the 
supplies they need to do their schoolwork. Thank you so much for this expression of 
Christian love and service to those who have less in our community.

2.  Helping Hands Food Pantry monthly donations: As the September Columns goes to 
print we will have just delivered our August food pantry support to Helping Hands. We 
have had solid congregational support for this monthly community outreach program 
throughout the summer despite our reduced in person church activities. The Service 
to Community committee thanks you for your loyal support assisting Helping Hands 
address the food shortage problems that many people in Georgetown experience.  
We know that it is human nature and an especially American trait, to see a problem, 
energetically apply resources and time to fix it, and then move on to the next problem. 
Food insecurity for families arising from low income jobs, people on disability with 
few resources, or complete unemployment, is a problem that does not easily lend 
itself to permanent solutions. In Georgetown, while circumstances change for the 
better for some individuals, there are others falling into need and others who are long 
term disadvantaged. The need to support Helping Hands in their Food Pantry work 
continues every month, every year.  The congregation of Georgetown Presbyterian has 
a longstanding, well deserved reputation for yearlong generosity supporting Helping 
Hands Food Pantry. We encourage you to shop purposefully during the month of 
September for non-perishable food items to bring to the church when convenient or on 
Food Pantry Sunday, 27 September.

USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER

9/6 Heather Pelham
 Linda Puckett
9/13 Emerson Gower
 Dick Rose
9/20 Robin and Dean Brown
9/27 Margaret and Larry Miller
 



    MUSIC
                                                                                                                                            

MUSIC NOTES                                                                                                                            
                                                                                               for September 
 

Yes! It IS September already! When Ed, Patrick, Walton and I moved to the area nearly thirty-six years ago, the main golf 
communities around were Litchfield Country Club and Debordieu Colony. Our Wachesaw Plantation was just barely 
established. (We built the 3rd house!) Caledonia was still a fish camp, and the only school in Pawleys Island was Waccamaw 
Elementary, a K through 8th grade campus. (After grade 8, the teens had to go all the way to Georgetown for high school.)  
There was no Pawleys Plantation, no Heritage Club, no True Blue, no Reserve, etc. And yet, I felt there was SO MUCH traffic 
on highway 17! (Ha!) But to my delight, the very day after Labor Day was drastically different! NO WAITING FOR TRAFFIC!   
(To get a feel for the area, we were temporarily living in a relative’s home in Litchfield Plantation, and at the time the winding 
road through Litchfield Country Club was the way we had to access highway 17, at least when driving North.)   

 
Well, that was then, and times certainly have brought much change. Traffic never seems to dwindle these days, even as we 
enter the fall season. I would say that this must confirm just how very busy our lives have become. Some summer residents 
may have left, but clearly there are plenty of us left to enjoy all that our South Strand region has to offer. Still adjusting, week 
to week, the recommended safety habits that by now are quite routine, we manage to fill our days with work, family, virtual 
meetings, and such. I thought about this recently when Corey challenged us to remember that “the Church is us”!  We are all 
missing those church functions that bring us together in a classroom, the sanctuary or the fellowship hall. For the past several 
weeks I have been thinking of ways we might safely begin working on music for the months ahead, for that exciting time when 
we are told we may again use our singing voices in worship! (Soon we’ll start with mini-sectional rehearsals, likely with masks 
on.) Remembering that “WE” are called upon to use the gifts God has bestowed, I am cordially inviting YOU to “step up to the 
plate”,  “take the plunge”, “jump into the deep end”, “go the full nine yards”, “throw caution to the wind”, or whatever else you 
may call it! Over time I have discovered that there are GPC parishioners who not only love singing the hymns on Sunday 
mornings, but who truly could contribute greatly to our music ministry! I know the hesitancy, believe me: “I used to sing but 
don’t have much of a voice anymore.”  “I can’t commit to being there every week.”  “I am not good enough to sing in the choir.”  
“I don’t want to embarrass myself!”  “Well, I have thought about joining the choir, but am just not sure I should.”  (Any more 
reasons out there?)  NIKE’s slogan works for me... “JUST DO IT”! Did you realize that MOST church choirs have very few 
trained voices? Thankfully, this is truly the case in all seven churches I have served!  It is my joy to be the cheerleader, making 
everyone feel at ease. So, please consider singing with us, ye who are thinking “she’s speaking to ME”!  Too busy? That’s 
between you and God. But the “WE” that hopes to sing again in the coming months would surely be honored to have you on 
the days you CAN sing!  I will gladly work around your own schedule!  
 

On a sad note for GPC: This month we bid farewell to two wonderful choir members who are moving to Charlotte to 
be near their families. Carl and Lois Fisher, we love you, and we shall greatly miss you! We know you will be a 
blessing to your new community of friends, and that music will definitely be involved! Don’t forget us! 
 
Though it is not in our current hymnal, I want to leave you with a popular 1972 hymn that reminds us, just as Corey 
said, that the church is “US”!                               “I AM THE CHURCH”: 
                                                          Each verse is followed by the refrain:  
 
           “I am the church!  You are the church!  We are the church together!  All who follow Jesus,  
                                           all around the world!  Yes, we’re the church together!” 
 

       * The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting place, the church is a people. R 
* We’re many kinds of people, with many kinds of faces, all colors and all ages, too, from all times and places. R 
* Sometimes the church is marching, sometimes it’s bravely burning, sometimes it’s riding, sometimes hiding, always  
    it’s learning. R 
* And when the people gather, there’s singing and there’s praying, there’s laughing and there’s crying sometimes, all  
   of it saying:   R 
*  At Pentecost some people received the Holy Spirit, and told the Good News through the world to all who would  
    hear it.  R   

                                                                                  
                                          WE are indeed a SINGING CHURCH!  WE need YOU! 
     

Please watch the GPC E-blasts for additional information on all Music Ministry programs.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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September 1, 2020

GPC youth COMMUNICATE!! We 
use the app "Remind" to 

communicate special 
announcements.  

TO JOIN: Enter this number: 81010  

(as if  a phone number)  

Middle School Class: Text this message @7fab2  

High School Class: Text this message: @2geb  

September 13,2020 
High School Youth 

No food served 

6:00 p.m. Meet in Youth house.  
All youth must wear a mask 
and social distancing will be 
practiced.  We will have a 
devotion and organized game 
or free time in gym.  Ending at 
7:00 p.m.  Please eat before 
you come. 

September 9, 2020 
Middle School Youth 

6:00 p.m. Meet in Youth house.  
All youth must wear a mask 
and social distancing will be 
practiced.  We will have a 
devotion and organized game 
or free time in gym.  Ending at 
7:00 p.m.  Please eat before 
you come. 

Precautions 

We will hope to meet weekly 
on our normal days, but will 

keep an eye on risks to 
determine if any break from 

our schedule is needed 
meeting.  If you are not feeling 

well, please stay at home.

GPC YOUTH NEWS 
New beginnings: gradual opening for youth group 

COVID changes:  We will not be providing food for youth group.   Times will be later and shorter.   
Bring a mask!!!    Please sign up for Remind!



9/9  Sara and John Murphy
9/18  Janette and Johnny Weaver
9/22  Libby and Glen Insley
9/29  Holly and Eddie Fesperman

9/23  John Cross
  Matthew Mitchell
  Tim Tilley
9/25  Abigail Frye
  Neal Swann
9/26  Jackson McCarley
  Hank Young
9/28  Robert McCarley
  Dick Rose
9/30  Bob Martin
  Ginger Matthews
  Shelby Poston

9/2  Laura Glazier
9/3  Sammy Crayton
9/7  MaryLou Gilleland
  Helen Rose
9/8  Kenneth Wood
9/10  Nicole Lee
  Jay Weaver
9/11  Bill Rentz
9/12  Gloria Ballou
  Peggy Clary
  Kalib Moyer
  Julie Speer
9/13  Betty Kohn
  Sara Murphy
9/19  Tom Shortt
9/20  George Chastain
  Bill Puckett
9/21  Lois Fisher
  Lisa Ford
  Pat Orr
  



Manna in the Morning 
September, 2020 

“Then the Lord said... ‘I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and 
gather enough for that day.’ ...The people of Israel called the bread manna.” Numbers 16:4, 31 

 
“One does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” Deuteronomy 8:3 

 
Won’t you take time to each day to let God speak to you through His Word? Listed below is a series of daily 
readings from the Bible. You are encouraged to spend a few minutes in the morning to let the scriptures soak 
into your heart. You may choose to begin each day by reading the psalm of the week. There is a single text listed 
for each weekday and Saturday; the Sunday texts are the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lectionary 
selections that are incorporated into our worship services (Note: during the time between Easter and Pentecost, 
the Old Testament lesson is replaced by a reading from Acts). One suggestion for daily reading would be to 
engage with the text through a process known as “Lectio Divina” (a Latin term that simply means “Divine 
Reading.” For more information on Lectio Divina, please see the reverse side of this sheet. Read God’s Word, 
and take time to reflect on what God might be saying to you. 

 
True Discipleship 
Psalm of the Week Psalm 1 
Sunday, August 30 Exodus 3:1-15 

Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 

Monday, August 31 Philippians 2:1-8 
Tuesday, September 1 Galatians 5:16-24 
Wednesday, September 2 Matthew 5:1-11 
Thursday, September 3 Matthew 5:12-16 
Friday, September 4 Matthew 5:43-48 
Saturday, September 5 Matthew 7:21-28 

 
Reconciliation 
Psalm of the Week Psalm 130 
Sunday, September 6 Exodus 12:1-14 

Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 18:15-20 

Monday, September 7 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Tuesday, September 8 Romans 5:1-11 
Wednesday, September 9 2 Corinthians 13:1-12 
Thursday, September 10 Acts 10:34-43 
Friday, September 11 Luke 6:37-42 
Saturday, September 12 Luke 17:1-6 

 
  God’s Unlimited Grace 
  Psalm of the Week     Psalm 141 
  Sunday, September 13                   Exodus 14:19-31 
                                                        Romans 14:1-12 
                                                     Matthew 18:21-35 
  Monday, September 14                Colossians 2:8-15 
  Tuesday, September 15                 Ephesians 2:1-10 
  Wednesday, September 16               Romans 6:1-14 
  Thursday, September 17                   Romans 8:1-11 
  Friday, September 18                    2 Timothy 2:1-13 
  Saturday, September 19                         John 8:1-11 
   

 
 

 

Good Stewards 
Psalm of the Week Psalm 3 
Sunday, September 20 Exodus 16:2-15 

Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 

Monday, September 22 1 Corinthians 4:1-7 
Tuesday, September 23 1 Corinthians 4:8-13 

  Wednesday, September 24    1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Thursday, September 25 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4 
Friday, September 26 Luke 12:35-40 
Saturday, September 27 Luke 12:41-48 

 
  Who Enters God’s Kingdom? 
  Psalm of the Week           Psalm 33 
  Sunday, September 27   Exodus 17:1-7 
                                                       Philippians 2:1-13 
                                                       Matthew 21:23-32 
  Monday, September 28               Matthew 10:40-42 
  Tuesday, September 29               Matthew 12:22-37 
  Wednesday, September 30           Matthew12:46-50 
  Thursday, October 1                              Luke 18:1-8 
  Friday, October 2                                Luke 18:9-14 
  Saturday, October 3                        Romans 8:31-39 
   

 
 

 
 

Note: Scripture readings and weekly themes are 
taken from Norman Shawchuck and Rueben Job, A 
Guide to Prayer for All God's People (Nashville: 
Upper Room Books, 1990). 
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558 Black River Road
Georgetown, SC 29440
843-546-5826
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The Vision of Georgetown Presbyterian Church

Georgetown Presbyterian Church is a community of faith bound and driven by the love of Jesus Christ, 
called to nurture discipleship and share Christ's love with all people.
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